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2025–26 $50K CPL Seed Funding
Memo ESS 25-82 (Dec. 9, 2025) -- $5.9M as $50,000 Implementation Support for 114/115 
colleges + 4 noncredit campuses   

COMMITMENT 1: Veteran JSTs COMMITMENT 2: Statewide CRs

Honor statewide faculty credit 

recommendations

COMMITMENT 3: Offer & Screen

Proactively offer & screen for CPLAward CPL through JSTs — a 

Veteran Sprint goal

REQUIRED: Upload JSTs to 
MAP for at least the number 
of enrolled veterans in MIS; 
transcribe Basic Training 
credit.

REQUIRED: Adopt or adapt 
applicable ASCCC Pathways 
to Credit recommendations 
posted on MAP.

REQUIRED: Identify and 
screen CPL-eligible students; 
document offers and 
transcribed CPL in MAP.

Memo ESS 25-82: https://map.rccd.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/ess-25-82-credit-for-prior-learning-
funding-a11y.pdf

https://map.rccd.edu/statewidecpl/

https://map.rccd.edu/statewidecpl/
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Submit Reports on NOVA: nova.cccco.edu/login

2026–2028 $50,000 CPL Implementation Funding

Reporting schedule

REPORT 1 DEC 31, 2026

REPORT 2 DEC 31, 2027

FINAL REPORT JUN 30, 2028
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https://nova.cccco.edu/login
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Question 1: Funding Outcome 1: Advancing the Veterans Sprint
01  VETERANS

REPORTING PROMPT

Provide a summary of activities and progress with CPL Funding Outcome 1: Advancing the Veterans Sprint. Utilize the 
instructions and helpful resources below to assist you.

Instructions
Compare college MIS-reported veterans (“Vets” on the MAP Dashboard) 
with Joint Service Transcripts (“JSTs”) uploaded in MAP. Summarize 
progress toward uploading JSTs for at least the number of enrolled 
veterans reported to MIS, awarding and transcribing Basic Training credit 
when applicable, and awarding additional JST-based credit aligned to the 
student’s academic program.

MAP CPL DASHBOARD
https://cpldashboardcccco.azurewebsites.

net/insights/dashboard

Vets / JST
Use the dashboard comparison to document 

your college’s progress and identify gaps.



Credit for Prior 
Learning Initiative

Question 2: Funding Outcome 2: Statewide Credit Recommendations
02  CREDIT

REPORTING PROMPT
Provide a summary of activities and progress with CPL Funding Outcome 2: Promoting the implementation of statewide credit 
recommendations. Utilize the instructions and helpful resources below to assist you.

Review
Review the MAP Statewide Credit Recommendations and 
describe your college’s activities and progress 
implementing recommendations developed through the 
ASCCC Pathways to Credit initiative.

Report on implementation
Colleges are expected to adopt or adapt applicable statewide 
recommendations posted on the MAP website and in the MAP 
platform to support equitable and consistent credit for prior 
learning opportunities throughout the system.

Helpful resources CPL Credit Recommendations: https://map.rccd.edu/statewidecpl/ 
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Question 3: Funding Outcome 3: Local CPL Identification & Screening
03  ACCESS

REPORTING PROMPT
Provide a summary of activities and progress with CPL Funding Outcome 3: Establishing or strengthening local procedures to 
identify and screen incoming and continuing students who may be eligible for CPL. Utilize the instructions and helpful resources.

Student identification & screening
Review the number of students who have transcribed CPL on the MAP 
platform and summarize your college’s activities and progress 
establishing or strengthening local procedures to identify and screen 
incoming and continuing students who may be eligible for CPL.

Documentation
Include how your college documents CPL opportunities offered 
and credit transcribed in MAP based on each student’s program of 
study and intended transfer pathway.

Helpful resources Find Your College CPL Landing Page: https://map.rccd.edu/cpllandingpages/
CPL Counselor Hub: https://map.rccd.edu/counselors/
CPL Implementation & Sustainability Guide for Colleges: https://map.rccd.edu/cpl_implementation_guide/
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Question 4: Allocation Use & CPL-Related Expenses
04  CAPACITY

REPORTING PROMPT

Describe how your college used the allocation to support CPL outcomes, including staffing, faculty engagement, policy 
development, training, or other activities. Utilize previous responses to guide your discussion of CPL-related expenses.

Staffing CPL coordinator, counseling, A&R, 
project support

Faculty 
engagement

Review, adoption, crosswalks, 
implementation

Policy & 
procedures

Local process development and 
institutionalization

Training & 
outreach

Professional learning, 
communications, student awareness

Helpful 
resources

CPL Funding Memo ESS 25-82 (Website)
Vision 2030 CPL Workplan (Website)



Ed Code §78093.2: CPL in Statute

8

SB 135 (2026, Ch. 79) added Article 9: Credit for Prior Learning Initiative to Education Code 

— Establishing the CPL Initiative building on the MAP Initiative

Chancellor’s Office duties:
● A systemwide process to support students who may 

qualify — records at exploration and admissions, early 
notification, and referral.

● Statewide technology infrastructure making CPL visible 
and accessible to the public.

● Support faculty discipline review groups whose credit 
recommendations campuses may adopt systemwide.

● Partnerships with workforce agencies, industry, and 
education — validating skills however earned.

Across segments:
● With ASCCC, collaborate with CSU — and UC is 

encouraged — to accept campus-transcribed CPL 
as transfer credit, including GE and major 
preparation.

● Intersegmental alignment of CPL policies.

● CPL opportunities in published transfer pathways 
and, where feasible, associate degrees for transfer.

Establishes a permanent statewide CPL infrastructure — student identification, public technology, faculty 

credit recommendations, and credit mobility.
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Ed Code §78093.2(b) identifies new duties. Note: No Title 5 Regulations exist yet, 

§78093.2(d) authorizes CPL funding for four goals

Colleges shall:
● Evaluate prior learning documents and 

credentials of all incoming students, before 
or upon completion of their education plans. 

● CPL types (not limited): military (JST), 
industry credentials, portfolios, credit by 
exam, and standardized assessments such 
as AP, IB, and CLEP.

● Accept transcribed CPL from other 
campuses as credit — including for course, 
general education area, transfer, major 
preparation, and degree applicable 
electives.

Funding Goals — (d)(1):

● Increasing access to CPL opportunities 
equitably for all eligible students.

● Increasing completion through CPL awards.

● Advancing career attainment through CPL.

● Supporting CPL through Chancellor’s Office 
pilot projects such as the California Mapping 
Articulated Pathways Initiative.



2026–27 Budget: California Invests in CPL

$7M ongoing

Statewide infrastructure & operations

Sustains the CPL infrastructure, 

technical assistance to the field, 
support for our students, and funding 
to support projects, sprints, and 

partnerships.

$35M one-time

Local CPL implementation and CPL Projects

DRAFT MODEL: 

≈$25.5M flows directly to all 118 
institutions — awards of 
≈ $150K–≈$400K based on credit + 

noncredit FTES that meet outcomes 
≈$9.5M funds CPL Opportunities: CPL 
projects, technology, and innovations.



Standing Up CPL at Every College
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SB 135 / AB 135 establishes CPL as a systemwide initiative under the Master Plan for Career Education. 

The one-time investment helps each college build local capacity to meet new duties.

Colleges are stepping up to:
● Provide CPL opportunities to their communities by 

articulating CPL opportunities up front in MAP and 
process CPL requests for review for their CPL Landing 
Page.

●  Screen and counsel all incoming students for CPL as 
they do for AP/IB credit, and analyze for credit all 

enrolled military student Joint Services Transcripts.

 ● Adopt statewide faculty credit recommendations.

● Transcribe CPL and report on MIS.

Funds support scaling:
● Dedicated CPL Coordinator, Counseling and A&R 

Support, Faculty Engagement

● Student identification, outreach, & advising

● Employer & industry partnerships

● New & stackable pathways — local CPL innovation

One-time funds build local capacity; ongoing funds sustain the shared statewide backbone — the 

technology and faculty credit recommendations every college draws on.



Funding Model Supports 3 Draft Priorities
Funding awards based on measurable outcomes aligned with §78093.2(d)(1)

PRIORITY 1: ACCESS PRIORITY 2: SUCCESS PRIORITY 3: OPPORTUNITIES

Ed. Code §78093.2(d)(1)(A)
"Increasing access to credit for 
prior learning opportunities 
equitably for all eligible students"

Measured by: Eligible CPL units 
(FTES) in MAP for students arriving 
through the CPL Portal, College 
Landing Pages, or batch upload

Ed. Code §78093.2(d)(1)(B) and (C)
"Increasing completion through 
credit for prior learning awards" · 
"Advancing career attainment 
through credit for prior learning"

Measured by:
• Applied CPL units (FTES) on each 
accepted Student CPL Plan — the 
counseling step attested in MAP
• Transcribed CPL units (FTES) for 
all students in MAP

Ed. Code §78093.2(d)(1)(D)
"Supporting credit for prior 
learning opportunities through the 
chancellor's office's pilot projects, 
such as the California Mapping 
Articulated Pathways Initiative"

Measured by: 
Outcomes reported by the MAP 
and Chancellor's Office teams. No 
campus measure.



Guiding Principles
The fiscal design behind the model — how funds are allocated and safeguarded.

Outcomes-based

Funding follows real-time measured 

results

Equitable & inclusive

Base and Cap awards so every 

institution can build procedures; 
noncredit programs included based 

on move from NC to CR.

Transparent & predictable

One clear, published model —

colleges can see how their 
allocation is derived.

Sustainable

One-time funds build up front local 

capacity; ongoing funds sustain the 
statewide backbone.

Systemwide & portable

Credit mobility is supported — aligned 

across colleges and toward 
intersegmental and private partners.

Faculty-driven, student-
centered
Faculty determine assessment and 

approval; students and prospective 
students are proactively identified 

and served.

Baseline Requirements to qualify for funding
• Primary CPL Contact listed in MAP
• Participation confirmed by Nov. 1, 2026 (Draft)   |   Noncredit campuses: exhibits in MAP replace the JST requirement
• Minimum of 75% of enrolled veteran Joint Services Transcripts uploaded in MAP



Potential Timeline
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• Funding Model Finalized       Sep 2026

• Guidance Memo and Funding Model Release    Nov 2026

• Opt-in Request        Dec 2026

• First Disbursement based on cumulative CPL in MAP        Feb 2027

• Second Disbursement based on cumulative CPL in MAP    Jun 2027

• Undispersed Funds Rolled to Year 2 and Releveled   Aug 2027 

• First Disbursement based on cumulative CPL in MAP   Dec 2027

• Second Disbursement based on cumulative CPL in MAP   Jun 2028

• Potential Year 3 depending on funding availability



Thank you!

www.cccco.edu
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