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Add to the Chat...
One Word to Describe How You Feel About CPL
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CPL as an Equity Lever

Many students arrive with years of work, military training, and industry credentials. Credit for

Prior Learning (CPL) turns that experience into academic progress.

Benefits of CPL.:

Ve

Recognizes Diverse Learning

Accelerates Completion

Reduces Costs &
Expands Access

\

Supports Workforce Mobility

Advances Equity Goals

Encourages Students

J
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Why CPL Matters: Outcomes That Impact Transfer & Completion

CPL is not just about access. It drives measurable student success towards completion of
academic and career goals.

Faster Time to
Completion

Students receiving CPL are
more likely to:

@

° Complete degrees and
certificates more
quickly

° Reduce time repeating
known content

° Supports guided
pathways
acceleration

gﬁhfmfﬁﬁg?ty Credit for Prior
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Positive Impact for
Veterans
Veterans bring extensive

leadership. CPL translates this
into:

° Recognized
academic progress

° Reduced duplication
of learning

Reduces Unit
Accumulation

Prevents re-taking known
courses and supports:

° Efficient unit
completion

° Staying within
UC/CSU transfer
thresholds

Equity & Efficiency

Recognizes learning from
work, military service, and
credentials:

° Expands access for
diverse learners

° Maintains academic
integrity
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CPL Types
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Types of CPL

Colleges

Learning Initiative

4 4 4
7/ M
U o
@ C— =
. Portfolio
- . . Credit by
& Licenses . . Collections of work
Joint Services Transcript . Includes AP, IB, CLEP, Faculty-administered skill evidence and
Professional or knowledge
(JST) documentation e and DSST exams 9 documentation of
certifications evaluated assessments .
by faculty experience
- - -
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Credit for Prior Learning

in Title 5
=
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CPL in Title 5

Required by Regulation Awarding Credit

Title 5 § 55050: Credit for Prior Learning * Awarded only for courses with similar subject matter listed in the

. community college catalog.
— Establishes how colleges award and assess CPL y g g
* Colleges must consider ACE recommendations (Education Code §

Title 5 § 55524: Student Education Plan 66025.71).
— Requires CPL to be included in comprehensive education « Applied to Cal-GETC, IGETC, CSU GE Breadth, local GE, program
plans requirements, or electives.
. J
4 N\
Academic Record Annotation Grading System & Options
The student's academic record shall be clearly annotated to » Grading must follow the regular system approved by the
reflect that credit was earned by assessment of prior learning. governing board (pursuant to § 55023).

« Students shall be offered a "pass-no pass" option if
ordinarily available for the course.
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Credit for Prior Learning
Transferability
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Transferability Considerations

Knowledge of Administrative Procedures related to CPL:

Learning Initiative

California
Community
Colleges

4 ) 4 N
Residency Unit limitation
Can CPL units may be applied toward residency Follow institutional policies on how many CPL
requirements? units can be awarded.
4 N
Grading P/NP limitations
e Must follow the standard grading system The University of California (UC) allows up to 14
approved by the governing board. units to be awarded as CPL.
e Students rr.1ust. b.e.offergd a Pass{No Pass (https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-
(P/NP) option if it is ordinarily available for the requirements/transfer-requirements/preparing-to-
course. transfer/basic-requirements.html)
- J - J
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https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/transfer-requirements/preparing-to-transfer/basic-requirements.html
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CSU Transfer Acceptance
What types of CPL does the CSU accept?

External Exams

Accepts AP, IB, CLEP, and DSST scores for
credit.

\37/ Military Credit

Accepts transcribed CPL awarded at the CCC.

Credit for Prior
Learning Initiative

California
Community
Colleges

=

Industry Credentials
Accepts transcribed CPL awarded at the CCC.

Portfolio Review
Accepts transcribed CPL awarded at the CCC.

Information provided based on CSU Policy

07/07/2026



CSU Transfer

Does the CSU limit CPL units?

Standardized Exam

Limits

Max 30 semester / 45
quarter units apply
toward admission or
degree requirements.

California
Community
Colleges

Credit for Prior
Learning Initiative

Exempted Exams

This limit does not apply
to International
Baccalaureate (I1B) or
Advanced Placement (AP)
exams.

K

=

Regulatory
Compliance

Total credits awarded
cannot exceed limits set
by Western Senior College
and University
Commission
(WSCUC/WASC).

Campus Discretion

Individual campuses may
impose stricter limits
(e.g., some allow only 25
units).

Source: https://calstate.policystat.com/policy/13630631/latest/
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UC Transfer

Key Considerations for CPL Transfer

Q /N =

Evaluation Standards CPL Restrictions Unit Limitations

Transfer credit is evaluated based Not all CPL types awarded at a The UC allows up to 14 units to be
on systemwide UC policy, campus CCC will transfer to the UC awarded as CPL if graded as
regulations, and major preparation system. Pass/No Pass.

standards.

Source: https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/preparing-transfer-students/transfer-credit-
practice.html
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UC Transfer Documentation Requirements

Type of Credit Documentation Required Additional Information

Official/original score report, transcript, or statement of

AP, IB, A Levels

Credit from another institution

Military credit

Dual enrollment credit

Credit by exam (equivalency to

a college course)

California
Community
Colleges

Credit for Prior

results

Official/original academic transcript/record

Official/original Joint Services Transcript (JST)

Official/original college transcript

Official/original transcript showing course credit, term,
credits, and grade

Learning Initiative

No credit for CLEP or DANTES exams

Must be issued by the sending institution

UC uses ACE recommendations as a guide; credit is
determined after transfer

Courses must be UC-transferable and posted on the
transcript to be considered

P/CR accepted; course must appear under a specific
term to confirm sequencing

07/07/2026



Transfer Applicability Guide

CSU GE Breadth Cal-GETC Local GE & Major (CCC)  CSU ADT (AA-T/AS-T)
Score of 3+ Yes
Score of 3+ Score of 3+ Refer to ESS 23-20 & local )
Advanced Placement (AP) Refer toCCSQ External Exam Refer to IGETC Standards  Refer to Cal-GETC Standards policies Check UC/CSU major
redit Policy requirements
Score 4+ (5+HL) Score 5+ (HL) Score 5+ (HL) Refer to ESS 23-20 & local ves
i - Check UC/CSU maj
International Baccalaureate (IB)  Referto gzé{tixéﬁg;m BXam o i Stardards Refor b ol GRTC Standards olicios ook UCICSU mafor
College Level Examination Program Yes No No Refer to ESS 23-20 & local Yes CSU GE
(CLEP) policies No Cal-GETC/ IGETC
. . . e . UC/CSU accepts CCCs
Credit by Examination (Cx) Yes Yes Yes Refer to institutional policies transcribed Cx
- . Yes CSU GE
CPL - Military Credit Yes No No Refer to institutional polici
I"y er 1o Institutional policies NO Ca|-GETC/ |GETC
CPL - Industry Credential Yes No No Refer to institutional policies No CT;-SGCI;?%/?CEETC
CPL - Portfolio Review Yes No No Refer to institutional policies No CT:I-SGCI;'SI%/GI(EETC
California . . References:
s Credit for Prior Cal-GETC Standards v 1.4
Community IGETC Standards v 2.4 07/07/2026

Colleges Learning Initiative

CSU External Exam Credit Policy



https://icas-ca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Cal-GETC_Standards_1v4_Final_r.pdf
https://icas-ca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Cal-GETC_Standards_1v4_Final_r.pdf
https://icas-ca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Cal-GETC_Standards_1v4_Final_r.pdf
https://icas-ca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/IGETC_Standards_2023_v2_4-rev1.pdf
https://www.calstate.edu/apply/transfer/Pages/External-Exam-Credit.aspx#InplviewHash6d53e609-96a0-4440-9e6f-dc217d795740=FilterField1%3DAcademicYear-FilterValue1%3D2025%252D2026

Private and Out-of-State Institutions

CPL Acceptance Varies

Credit granted for CPL varies by
institution. Refer to transferring institutions'
policies on acceptance of CPL.

MAP Counselor Resources Hub

oF @

Access Transfer Guides
map.rccd.edu/counselors

California
Community
Colleges

Credit for Prior
Learning Initiative

Top 10 Private & Out-of-State Transfer Guides

Arizona State University

National University

Southern New Hampshire Univ.

Univ. of Maryland Global Campus

Univ. of Southern California

California Baptist University

Purdue Global

Univ. of Arizona Global Campus

University of Phoenix

Western Governors University

07/07/2026


https://map.rccd.edu/counselors/

Private and Out-of-State Institutions

CPL Transfer Guides

These transfer guides provide a high-level overview of how individual universities
evaluate CPL earned at California Community Colleges. Each guide summarizes:

e Accepted CPL assessment methods (e.g., Credit by Exam, AP/IB/CLEP,
industry certifications, military credit, portfolios)

e Whether CPL may apply toward general education, major preparation,
electives, or degree requirements

e  Documentation and transcript requirements
e Institution-specific transfer policies and limitations
e Links to official university transfer and CPL resources for verification

Purpose Help counselors and students understand how CPL may transfer to
specific universities and identify any additional documentation or institutional
requirements before transferring.

California
Community
Colleges

Credit for Prior
Learning Initiative

Credit for Prior Learning

nsf it Limit Policy

+ Credit by exam, industry credential and partfolio review CPL credit must be transcribed on the California Community College transcript

¢ C ipts and scores must
« Credit will be awarded 2

iversi

and military credit.

rning Policy.

veral edu cation, major preparation or elective credit based on the local CPL processes outlined below.

* Credit will be awarded as general education. major preparation or elective credit based on the local CPL processes outlined on page 2.

CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING TRANSFER CREDIT POLICY

CPL Type

Credit-by-Exam
Credit must be awarded and
wranscribed as a bachelor-level
California Community College course
External Exam

Advanced Placement (AP)
College-Level Examination
Preparation (CLEF)

Intemational Baccalaureate (18)
Industry Credentials

Credit must be awarded and
wanscribed as a bachelor-level
California Community College course
Military

DANTES/DSST

Military
Joint Services Transcript

PPortfolio Review

Credit must be awarded and
transcribed as a bachelor-level
California Community College course

California Baptist University

T university wabsite

May Apply Towards

« General Education
« Major Preparation
* Elective

« Official scores must be submitied to
the university

- California Community College
transcription of scores is not
accepted

- General Education
- Major Preparation
» Elective

* Official scores must be submitted ©
the university

» California Community College
transcription of scores is not
accepted

- Official Joint Services Transcript
must be submitted to the university

« California. Community College
wranscription of miliary credit is not
accepted

* General Education
= Major Preparation
- Elective

Page1of2

Mare Information

California Baptist University Registrar

California Baplist University Registrar

California Baplist University Registrar

Califarnia Baptist University Registrar

Calfornia Baptist University Registrar

California Bapiist University Registrar

CBU CPL Policy

07/07/2026


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nao2gaFz16dcN6zB88aav6BkkhtaH_c1/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nao2gaFz16dcN6zB88aav6BkkhtaH_c1/view

CPL Might NOT Be the Right Choice

"

]
9 %
TLL\

Transfer
Limitations

Student is UC-bound
in which certain CPL
types won't transfer
(i.e. JST, portfolio,
CLEP and industry
credentials).

California
Community
Colleges

Academic
Requirements
Major prep course

requires sequence
validation.

Credit for Prior
Learning Initiative

S

Competitive
Impact

Course is heavily
impacted /

competitive major.

P/NP could hurt
admission
competitiveness.

=

Financial
Implications

Financial Aid and/or
Basic Allowance for
Housing (BAH) may
be impacted.

X

Avoiding
Excess Units
Prevent taking

unnecessary courses
late in the program.

07/07/2026



The CPL Transfer Decision
Framework

— albn

CPL
TRANSFER
DECISION
FRAMEWORK

O

Credit for Prior 07/07/2026
Learning Initiative

California
Community
Colleges




The CPL Transfer Decision Framework

A structured four-step sequence to evaluate, align, and counsel students on Credit for Prior Learning.

—O

goal?

e Degree

e Transfer

Student Goal
What is the student's

e Certificate

Institution

What is the student’s
transfer goal?

e CSU
° ucC
° Private

e  OQOut-of-State

Credit Type

What is the student’s
assessment type?

AP /1B
Military

Industry Cert
Credit by Exam
e Portfolio

0—

Transfer
Considerations

Key topics:

e  Transferability
e  Applicability

° Unit Limits
° Residency
° P /NP

° Major Prep

California
Community
Colleges

Credit for Prior
Learning Initiative

07/07/2026



Transferability vs. Applicability

This is one of the biggest misconceptions. Many assume transferability means credit automatically applies to a degree.

e ™
1. Transferability
Will another institution accept the credit?
Focuses purely on the external institution's policy to
recognize and accept the units from the sending college.

. y,

Two completely different questions.

Credit for Prior
Learning Initiative

California
Community
Colleges

e ™
2. Applicability
How will the receiving institution use it?
e General Education (GE)
e  Major preparation
e Elective
\. y,
07/07/2026



GE vs Major Credit

Understand how credit actually applies to a student's pathway.

i Credit Type Impact on Educational Goal

Major Prep Greatest Impact

Students need to know GE Credit Great | .

how the credit will be redi MR

applied, not just that it

transfers. .
Elective Credit Elective Impact

Credit for Prior 07/07/2026
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CPL Initiative Resources

Formerly known as the MAP Initiative

—

@V .
®

CPL

INITIATIVE
RESOURCES

\
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CPL Resources for Transfer

OUR STORY GET INVOLVED DASHIOARDS & RESOURCES

FIND CPL AT YOUR
COLLEGE

Counselor Resources Hub

MAP CPL DASHBOARD
RESOURCE LIBRARY

COUNSELOR RESOURCES
HUB

Scan to access Counselor Hub

https://map.rccd.edu/counselors/

California
Community
Colleges

Credit for Prior
Learning Initiative

Policy and Governance

Evaluation and Transcript Guide

Counselor Workflow Tools

CPL Categories - Transcription & MIS Codes

Top 10 CA Private & Out of State School
Guides

CPL Transfer Pathways Chart
CPL Counselor Training COMING SOON

FAQs - Common Scenarios COMING SOON

07/07/2026


https://map.rccd.edu/counselors/

CPL Initiative Resources

CPL Podcast

Listen to discussions on Prior Learning benefits and implementation
policies.

];ﬂ Training Videos
Regulations, eliminating barriers, and regional CPL guides.

Statewide Credit Recommendations

Standardized guidelines for awarding academic credits across
disciplines.

5SS

Scan to access Resource Library

];‘;[ Other Presentations & Resources

Access JST guides, annual summit presentations, and additional
tools.

https://map.rccd.edu/library/

California
Community
Colleges
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Get Involved

E Weekly CPL Office Hours

Attend for live support, consultations, and Q&A.

&y  Statewide CPL Workgroups
MMM Collaborate and share Credit for Prior Learning best
practices.

CPL Counselor, Coordinator, & Apprenticeship

@ Workgroups
Focus on specialized strategies for CPLdevelopment and

implementation.

Training & Technical Support
Access implementation assistance atno cost for CA
colleges.

Statewide Network
Connect with peers, share ideas, and solve common
challenges.

*°

California
Community
Colleges

Credit for Prior
Learning Initiative

® CPL Office Hours & Events Calendar

June 2026 June 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
1 2 3 4 5

12

8 9 10 n
9:00 am - 1000 am
MAP/ CPL Counselor Workgroup
12:00 pm - 100 pm
MAP CPL Open Office Hours
15 16 ” . 19
12:00 pm - ] 12:00 pm - 1250pm 12:00 pm - 1250 pm 10:00 am - 10:50 am
MAP Office Hours - Summer MAP Office Hours - Summer MAP Office Hours - Summer CPL Coordinator Workgroup -
Schedule Schedule Schedule Summer Schedule
2 2 u 25 2
12:00 pm - 1250 pm 12:00 pm - 1250 pm 12:00pm m 10:00 am - 1055 am 9:00 am - 1000 am
MAP Office Hours - Summer MAP Office Hours - Summer MAP Office Hours - Summer Apprenticeship CPL Workgroup MAP/ CPL Counselor Workgroup
Schedule Schedule Schedule (summer Schedule)
12:00 pm - 1250 pm
CPL Statewide Workgroup
( cnnn o —

Scan to Get Involved
https://map.rccd.edu/get-involved/

07/07/2026
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Counselor & Coordinator Training

CPL Coordinator & Counselor Training | Mt. SAC

— Date
EH September 21, 2026

Time
c 8:00 a.m.—-2:30 p.m.

Location & Venue
9 Mt. San Antonio College (Mt. SAC)
1100 N Grand Ave, Walnut, CA 91789

Scan to Register

Access registration &event details

Credit for Prior

Learning Initiative 07/07/2026
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Questions?
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Contact Information

\

Janelle Brekke Ellen Drinkwater Cristina Castelo
iverside Ci Rodriguez
Director of MAP CPL Counseling Elv?r&de Elty C.ollege i g
Support rofessor Emerita, Counseling LA Pierce College
Retired Articulation Officer . . :

MESA Counselor Avrticulation Officer
CPL Initiative MAP Subject Matter Expert MAP Subject Matter Expert
Janclle Brekke@recd.cdu Ellen.Brown-Drinkwater@rccd.edu Rodrigcc@laccd.edu

J
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