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State Regulations 

Title 5 § 55050 (d) & (j) 

(d) Credit may be awarded for prior experience or prior learning only for individually identified courses 
with subject matter similar to that of the individual's prior learning, and only for a course listed in the 
catalog of the community college. Colleges shall consider the credit recommendations of the American 
Council on Education pursuant to Education Code section 66025.71. Upon a student's demonstration of 
sufficient mastery through an examination or assessment, an award of credit should be made, if 
possible, to California Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum, California State University 
General Education Breadth, and local community college general education requirements or 
requirements for a student's chosen program. Award of credit may be made to electives for students 
who do not require additional general education or program credits to meet their goals. 

(j) The policies and procedures adopted by the governing board of a community college district pursuant 
to this section shall require that a student, upon completion of their educational plan pursuant to 
California Education Code Section 78212, shall be referred to the college's appropriate authority for 
assessment of prior learning if the student is a veteran or an active-duty member of the armed forces, 
holds industry-recognized credentials, or requests credit for a course based on their prior learning. 

California Code, Educational Code – EDC § 66025.71 

(a)(1)(A) The Office of the Chancellor of the California Community Colleges, in collaboration with the 
Academic Senate for the California Community Colleges, shall do both of the following: 

(i) By September 1, 2019, develop a consistent policy to award military personnel and veterans who have 
an official Joint Services Transcript containing courses that have been evaluated by the American Council 
on Education with full descriptions and credit recommendations, course credit for California 
Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum, California State University General Education 
Breadth, or local community college general education requirements, as appropriate for the student's 
needs, in a course with subject matter similar to that of the student's military education, training, and 
service. 

(ii) Periodically review and adjust the policy developed pursuant to this subparagraph to align it with 
policies of other public postsecondary educational institutions. 

(B) By December 31, 2020, each community college district shall have a policy consistent with the policy 
developed by the chancellor pursuant to subparagraph (A) to assess Joint Services Transcripts 
for awarding course credit. 

(2) Each community college campus shall post on its internet website the most recent policy adopted 
pursuant to this subdivision. 

(b)(1)(A) The Office of the Chancellor of the California State University, in collaboration with the 
Academic Senate of the California State University, shall, and the University of California is requested to, 
do both of the following: 

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I629435824C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://codes.findlaw.com/ca/education-code/edc-sect-66025-71.html


(i) By September 1, 2022, develop a consistent policy to award military personnel and veterans who have 
an official Joint Services Transcript containing courses that have been evaluated by the American Council 
on Education with full descriptions and credit recommendations, course credit for the California State 
University or the University of California, as appropriate for the student's needs, in a course taught on 
the campus where the student matriculates, with subject matter similar, or equivalent, subject to 
academic and faculty review, to that of the student's military education, training, and service. 

(ii) Periodically review and adjust the policy developed pursuant to this subparagraph to align it with the 
policies of other public postsecondary educational institutions. 

(B) By December 31, 2023, each campus of the California State University shall, and the University of 
California is requested to, have in effect a policy consistent with the policy developed pursuant to 
subparagraph (A) to assess Joint Services Transcripts for awarding course credit. 

(2) Each campus of the California State University shall, and the University of California is requested to, 
post on its internet website the most recent policy adopted pursuant to this subdivision. 

CCCCO Veterans Resource Center Minimum Standards 

 (j) The policies and procedures adopted by the governing board of a community college district pursuant 
to this section shall require that a student, upon completion of their educational plan pursuant to 
California Education Code Section 78212, shall be referred to the college's appropriate authority for 
assessment of prior learning if the student is a veteran or an active-duty member of the armed forces, 
holds industry-recognized credentials, or requests credit for a course based on their prior learning. 

 

 

Federal Regulations:  

Title 38 § 21.4253 (d)(3) and 21.4254 (c)(4)  

https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/docs/memo/ESLEI-24-09-Veterans-Resource-Center-Minimum-Standards.pdf?la=en&hash=1EC44C6378895ACAA77BE746FA798C8D016A49D2
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2021-title38-vol2/pdf/CFR-2021-title38-vol2-sec21-4253.pdf


(3) The school maintains a written record of previous education and training of the veteran or eligible 
person which clearly indicates that appropriate credit has been given by the school for previous 
education and training, with the training period shortened proportionately. The record must be 
cumulative in that the results of each enrollment period (term, quarter or semester) must be included so 
that it shows each subject undertaken and the final result, i.e., passed, failed, incomplete or withdrawn. 

School Certifying Handbook – Prior Credit 

One of the criteria for approval of any school for Veterans' training is that it reviews prior credit and 
grant credit as appropriate to a VA student's current program. This is found in Title 38, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Sections 21.4253(d)(3) and 21.4254(C)(4). In essence, this requires every approved school 
to have and enforce a policy with regard to transfer courses, credits, and previous experience.  

Schools no longer have to report prior credit to VA, Schools must evaluate prior credit, grant credit as 
appropriate, notify the student of the evaluation, and shorten the program certified accordingly. 
Whenever a student initially enrolls in your school or changes programs at your school a credit 
evaluation must be completed. VA will review credit evaluations during compliance surveys and credit 
evaluation records must be kept and made available to VA upon request.  

Schools should make every effort to obtain transcripts to comply with the requirement to evaluate and 
grant credit where appropriate. However, if a transcript cannot be obtained, you may continue to certify 
enrollment as long as the student has matriculated (see definition of non- matriculated students). 
Reviews of prior credit policies will be conducted during compliance surveys and treated as approval 
issues if the school is not complying.  

Military Education and Training Resources 

Military education and training should be evaluated for prior credit. Information needed to evaluate 
military education and training is available online.  

The ACE Military Guide 

Find information about the American Council on Education (ACE) Military Guide (Guide to Evaluation of 
Educational Experiences in the Armed Services) at their website.  

Military Transcripts 

Find information about the Military Joint Services Transcripts ( https://jst.doded.mil/official.html ) and 
how transcripts may be requested by current and former members of the Army, Coast Guard, Marine 
Corps, and Navy at their webpage. Current and former members of the Air Force can request transcripts 
from the Community College of the Air Force (CCAF). Air Force personnel can obtain their transcript, 
even if they have not attended classes at the CCAF. More information about military transcripts 
( https://www.va.gov/resources/how-do-i-get-college-credits-for-my-military-service/ )  can be found on 
the vets.gov website. 

 

***VA Compliance (Audit) Survey Requirements*** 

https://www.knowva.ebenefits.va.gov/system/templates/selfservice/va_ssnew/help/customer/locale/en-US/portal/554400000001018/content/554400000149088/School-Certifying-Official-Handbook-On-line
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-38/chapter-I/part-21/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFRec00f7613315383/section-21.4253#p-21.4253(d)(1)(iii)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-38/chapter-I/part-21/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFRec00f7613315383/section-21.4254#p-21.4254(c)(4)
https://www.knowva.ebenefits.va.gov/system/templates/selfservice/va_ssnew/help/customer/locale/en-US/portal/554400000001018/content/554400000149088/School-Certifying-Official-Handbook-On-line#Non-matriculated%20Students
http://www.acenet.edu/news-room/Pages/Military-Guide-Online.aspx
http://www.acenet.edu/news-room/Pages/Military-Guide-Online.aspx
http://www.acenet.edu/news-room/Pages/Military-Guide-Online.aspx
https://jst.doded.mil/official.html
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Registrar/Transcript-Requests/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.va.gov%2Fresources%2Fhow-do-i-get-college-credits-for-my-military-service%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf384a305843a4d4e280708db7effa975%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C638243408738856555%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ul24Yurkxgl5I7mDVIe76oB%2FVQR8o03COqTySoGutFQ%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 


