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Session Objectives
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● Objective 1: Gain familiarity with institutional CPL policies 
and procedures

● Objective 2: Utilize MAP Platform to assist with process
● Objective 3: Develop skills to guide students through the 

CPL process



Current Criteria for Awarding CPL Poll

• Does your institution award units for CPL?
• Does your institution charge a fee for awarding CPL?
• Does your college transcribe CPL?
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Types of CPL
What are the different Types of Credit for Prior Learning available to students?
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Methods of Earning CPL

● Portfolio Assessment: Student-created collections of evidence that demonstrate learning 

outcomes.

● Industry Certifications: Credits for certifications earned in various professional fields.

● Military Experience: Credits awarded for military training, typically via JST (Joint Services 

Transcript).

● Work Experience: Formal recognition of on-the-job learning.

● Credit by Exam: Internally created assessments of learning 

● Standardized Exams: AP, CLEP, IB, or other external exam-based credits



Student Counseling for CPL
Discuss Implications on CPL
• Discuss impact to basic housing allowance 
• Discuss impact to financial aid 
• Discuss how accepting CPL will affect transfer:
 Considering transferring to a CSU or UC?
 UC will only accept Credit by Exam (CBE) 

method of assessment
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Clarifying Limitations
• Explain that UC accepts CPL only through 

specific methods (AP, IB, exams).
• Discuss residency rules and how CPL might 

impact the student's ability to meet these 
requirements.

• Emphasize that certain CPL credits may not 
count toward major-specific requirements, 
especially in competitive or highly regulated 
fields.



Informing the Student of Their Rights 
Title 5, Section 55050:
• Explain that under California Education Code Title 5, Section 55050, students must be informed

of their right to accept, appeal, or deny CPL credits before they are transcribed to their academic 
records.

• Make sure students are aware that they have the right to review the CPL decision before any 
credit is added to their transcript.

Appeal Process: Ensure students understand the appeal process in case they disagree with the 
evaluation or decision on their CPL credits.
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Reviewing the JST
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• Most service members go through a rigorous 
physical fitness training, credit is given on 
Joint Services Transcript (JST).

• Colleges are encouraged to award local 
course credit based on submission of a JST, 
which lists credit recommendation.

• Transcribing credit will allow student to receive 
unit credit for both local degree patterns and 
CSU transfer patterns. 



CPL Policy Check-in
Institution-Specific Policies:

● Maximum number of CPL credits awarded.
● Residency requirements and GPA considerations.
● Eligible CPL methods accepted by your institution (e.g., military service, work experience).

CSU/UC Policies:

● CSU: Follow EO 1036 for CPL credit policies.
● UC: Accepts specific CPL credit (e.g., AP, IB, exams).

○ Cal-GETC: Although not explicitly stated in the ICAS Cal-GETC Standards Version 1.2 Section 6.4, colleges 
recognize that CPL, excluding credit by exam, will not count toward Cal-GETC requirements, and if formalized, 
this restriction could affect CPL-eligible community college students planning to transfer to CSUs.

Please refer to the CSU Credit for Prior Learning Policy EO 1036
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https://calstate.policystat.com/policy/13630631/latest/


Industry Credentials
• Academy Preparation: Specialized academies provide structured education and training in 

fundamentals, technical skills, and physical readiness. (e.g., Police Officers)

• Certifications: Required to demonstrate specialized skills or knowledge necessary for specific 

duties or equipment use. (e.g., EMTs and Paramedics)

• On-the-Job Training: Practical, hands-on training under supervision to apply skills in real-

world settings. (e.g., Firefighter Probationary Training)

• Years of Experience: Experience leads to career advancement, specialized roles, and 

leadership opportunities. (e.g., Firefighter promoted to lieutenant or captain)
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Pathways to Completion Example
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Active EMT License Verification-
National: https://www.nremt.org/verify-credentials
California: https://emsverification.emsa.ca.gov/Verification/Search.aspx

https://www.nremt.org/verify-credentials
https://emsverification.emsa.ca.gov/Verification/Search.aspx


Career Advancement
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Intermediate 
Certificate Award 

Requirements

Degree or Education 
Points

Associate Degree

Law Enforcement 
Experience 

2 years

Advanced Certificate 
Award Requirements 

Degree or Education 
Points

Associate Degree

Law Enforcement 
Experience

9 years 



CPL Transcription
Recording CPL on Transcripts:
• Mark CPL credits distinctly on the transcript.
• Transcription of CPL: Once the student accepts the CPL and all requirements 

are met, ensure the credit is accurately transcribed into their official academic 
record, following the institution's guidelines and the requirements under Title 5.

CPL Grading Policy:
• Standard Grading or Pass/No Pass
• Option to Appeal Grades

Transcript Codes:
• PL (Prior Learning), IND (Industry), MILT (Military), 

PORT (Portfolio)
• Samples of how CPL appears on transcripts
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Utilizing Statewide Exhibits
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As of Fall 2024, the MAP Initiative has convened faculty 
workgroups in the following disciplines:

• Administration of Justice
• Automotive Technology
• Computer Information Systems
• Emergency Medical Services
• Fire Technology
• Real Estate
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Have you used MAP to offer and/or track CPL?

CPL Poll



MAP Demo

1.Choose Statewide Faculty Approved Exhibit2.Manually Add Student3.Add MAP Exhibit4.Create Articulation



Q & A

16


	Regional Credit for Prior Learning Training
 �MAP for Counselors, Evaluators and Admissions
	Session Objectives
	Current Criteria for Awarding CPL Poll
	Types of CPL�What are the different Types of Credit for Prior Learning available to students?
	Student Counseling for CPL
	Informing the Student of Their Rights 
	Reviewing the JST
	CPL Policy Check-in
	Industry Credentials
	Pathways to Completion Example
	Career Advancement
	CPL Transcription
	Utilizing Statewide Exhibits
	Have you used MAP to offer and/or track CPL?
	MAP Demo
	Q & A

